
OCTOBER 2018 News  le t ter  
UmAl-Qura Islamic School 

The 2018-2019 school year is off to a great start at Um Al-Qura Islamic School. The first couple of weeks of 
school have been extremely busy, but things are running more smoothly everyday. Thanks to students, 
staff, and parents for your roles in making our school a safe, caring and learning environment.

Supervision for students 
begins at 8:15 a.m. each 
morning and continues until 
8:35 am. 

Assembly is from 8:35 am to 
8:45 am. 

Class starts at 8:45 am. 

I pledge to take responsibility for my 
actions. I will respect myself,

the right of all students to learn, and 
the right of all teachers to teach. Work 
to be the best I can be.  I completely 
understand that If I damage or lose 
school property I may have to replace 
or repair the costs. 

Just a reminder to please listen 
to the local radio stations/ news 
channels or check school 
website in the mornings in case 
of delays or cancellations due to 
inclement weather, mechanical 
issues, Bus delays, etc.

Each grade will be visiting the 
public library every month.

Our library trips
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“There is more treasure in 

books than in all the pirate's 

loot on Treasure Island.”

A friendly reminder that it is important for students

to arrive to schoolontime. Morningroutinesprovide

studentswithasmooth transition toaday of

learning. At this time, thestudentsreview theday’s

schedule,copy homeworkassignments, listen to

school announcements, and distribute notes and

materials from home to theirteachers.Toprovide

yourchildrenwithapositive start tothe day,please

planyourmorningso yourchildarrivesat

schoolfor our 8:35 a.m. start. Thanks!

“Parking Lot Safety”
As the weather begins to turn cooler more students 
are receiving rides to school.  With this increased 
number of cars, we would like to review a few of 
the safety rules for Um Al-Qura Islamic School.  We 
ask parents cooperation in helping to ensure the 
safety of our students by obeying all parking lot 
rules and especially not performing U-turns in 
school parking lot. It only takes a few extra seconds 
to enter one driveway and exit to the next, and it is 
much safer for our children. There is no parking or 
dropping off in the bus lane at the front of the 
school at any time. 

We have a ‘Quick Drop Off' this year. Parents who 
are getting off the car to drop their young children 
please park first and then walk them into the 
school to the duty teacher at the door. Students 
should be ready to exit the vehicle as  soon  as you 
stop. If your child needs  an  extra  time  with  you, 
please  park your vehicle properly and you can drop 
your kid(s) at the school main door; have your kids 
hold on to your hand while walking in the parking 
area. Kindly do not block the main entrance of the 
school as that area is designated for school buses.

Attendance: If   your child   is   going  to be late  or 
absent and if you  want  to  inform  the  
school , you can  call the office or walk in straight to 
the office. 

Uniform Restriction
Students and parents are reminded that students should wear a proper uniform and 
wear layers under uniform in winter as jackets, hoodies or other layers in neutral 
colors on top of uniform are allowed in the class. 
Girls: Girls uniform is white plain hijab with black abaya. (Grade 1 to 3 girls can wear 
blue uniform skirts with loose bottoms.) Every Friday  is a colored hijab day.
Boys: Boys uniform is blue pants and white shirts.
Students are encouraged to wear weather appropriate clothes as we do offer outdoor 
activities in summer as well as in winter.

Alerts
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UmAl-Qura Student Pledge
Supervision



Hot Lunch Program
The Hot Lunch program at 
Um Al-Qura Islamic school is 
pleased to offer a variety of 
lunch options available 
throughout the week. 
Contact school office for the 
menu or check school 
website.  Lunch orders need 
to be ordered and paid in 
the mornings at 8:45 am if 
a student is placing order 
for that day. You can pay 
for the day/week or month 
lunch in advance. We do 
not accept late orders. If 
school is cancelled, or the 
student is absent, orders 
will be credited or carry 
forward. Office staff will 
keep track of student’s 
order. Our school also offers 
snack supplies for the 
student’s convenience. 
Students can buy during 
snack time.

Se
Character 

Traits 
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Character Trait of the Month – Responsibility 
The following  students received this month’s Character Trait of the Month Certificate on 
Responsibilities. Kindergarten / Primary classes Junior Intermediate

September

RESPECT

October
RESPONSIBILITY

November

EMPATHY

December
KINDNESS  and CARING

January
TEAMWORK

February

FAIRNESS
March

HONESTY

April
CO-OPERATION

May
INTEGRITY

June
PERSEVERNCE

Volunteering is a Work 

of Heart!

We would like to 
highlight individual that 
volunteer here at school. 
Thank you to Sr. Shazia
and Sr. Madiha for 
helping our UmAl-Qura
Family!

Picture Day
School picture 
day was on 
October 31st. 
We had fun 
capturing our 
best smiles. 

1. Meryem
2. Tariq
3. Adam

4. Yusra
5. Siham
6. Farah

1. Hamse
2. Lagen
3. Haiqah
4. Salsabeel
5. Salma
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Up Coming Events in November

Using debates in the 
classroom can help students 
grasp essential critical 
thinking and presentation 
skills. Among the skills 
classroom debates can 
foster are abstract thinking, 
citizenship and etiquette, 
clarity, organization, 
persuasion, public speaking, 
research, and teamwork and 
cooperation. And that's just 
the beginning! Class debate 
of grade 7 and 8 on October 
29th.  Winners will be 
selected for FINAL 
COMPETITION in November.

Colors day: November 9th

Report cards go home  - Nov 15th

Parent – Teacher’s meeting  - Nov 16th

Field Trip  (Preschool to Grade 8)  Nov 29th

Grade 7 and 8 debate competition :
Friday November  30th

Library Visit: 

Tuesday November 6th : Junior /Senior 
Kindergarten

Tuesday November 13th : Grade 2, 3 and 4

Tuesday November 20th : Grade 5, 6, 7 and 8

Thank you 
everyone so much 
for all the time and 
effort you put into 
the bake sale. It 
was a total 
success. We have 
raised $300 dollars 
for grade 4, 7 and 8 
classroom. All the 
items were 
scrumptious, and 
you all worked so 
hard. Again, A 
sincere thanks for 
each and 
everything you did 
to make the sale a 
success.
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Trick or Treat? Halal or Haram?

Subhan-Allah, its Autumn! Every time we look around and marvel at Allah's creation of beautiful seasons, 
each unique and alternating with a rhythm and purpose, we are humbled and grateful towards our Creator, the 
artist who created the Universe and everything in it with a single infallible stroke of HIS omnipotence.

Every nation is rich in heritage, culture, history and prides in its traditions, customs and celebrations that 
have been passed down by their fore fathers. One such celebration very popular in the western world is 
Halloween.

Autumn marking the beautiful transition from summer to winter approaches us as we enter October, and 
we are hit "Boom" or should we say "Boo" with reminders of Halloween from every direction. From famous 
retail chains to regular grocery stores, all have their aisles and prominent portions of their stores conspicuously 
lined and decked with Halloween stuff ranging from spooky costumes, masks of witches, ghosts, werewolves, 
skulls, skeletons to pumpkins, jack -o-lanterns, decorations, special edition Halloween candies, treats etc. Even 
the media outlets like newspapers advertise various Halloween adventures and entertaining events like Spooky 
houses, haunted forests etc. targeting different age groups where you pay bucks to get scared and feel goose 
bumps and shivers run down your spine. The internet doesn't fail either to remind us and takes it a step further 
with pictures of animals in costumes as if humans parading in fancy or spooky costumes were not enough.

We are so mechanically and mindlessly caught up in this yearly ritual that we do not stop even for a moment 
to ask ourselves, "What is Halloween really about?" What is the history behind this celebration? Should we, as 
adults continue to dodge the responsibility from educating ourselves and our children on this subject and just 
blindly and heedlessly follow what the others in our society are doing just to "fit in"?
NO!! As a Muslim and furthermore as a parent it becomes our duty to understand it in the light of the 

Shariah.
Allah says in the Holy Quran (Al-Furqan, 25:72): And those who do not witness falsehood, and if they pass 

by some evil play or evil talk, they pass by it with dignity.
According to renowned Islamic scholars and Mufassireen like Ibn Kathir, the word "Falsehood" or "Zoor" )in the 
above ayah can be of different types. Even though the highest level of )Falsehood is Kufr and Shirk other 
situations that also fall under this category of falsehood are places where Shirk, Kufr, dancing, music, drinking, 
back-biting, false accusations, and celebrations of mushrikeen is taking place.
The above Ayah explains that true servants of Allah should try and refrain from such gatherings and if they 
happen to be there, should leave the scene right away with dignity coming out clean and pure.
However as a Muslim who strives to acquire knowledge, it is important that we learn about any event before 
we take part in its celebration. Celebrations that may seem completely innocent on the outside, but with deep 
roots and elements of pagan beliefs, rituals and devil worship should be avoided. Prophet Mohammed (S.A.W) 
said in authentic narration: "Whoever resembles a person is from them". This is a general statement that 
prohibits a Muslim from imitating a kuffar. Let us rely on the principle that was prescribed and enacted by our 
beloved Prophet Mohammed (S.A.W.). He clearly stated:" Do not be like them" (Khaalifu).
What do you think the advice of our beloved Prophet Mohammed(S.A.W.) would be in the context of Muslims 
celebrating Halloween?

We pray for Allah's guidance and apologize if our article or view offends anyone; its sole 
purpose was to highlight the origin of Halloween celebration and to open minds. Allah knows Best!
The Irish brought the tradition of carving pumpkins into Jack O'Lantern to America. But, the original 
Jack O'Lantern was not a pumpkin. It was vegetables such as turnips and squash Pumpkins did not 

exist in Ireland.
"Pumpkins are not a symbol of Halloween"

http://www.islamicity.com/Quransearch/action.lasso.asp?-database=Quran&-Table=tblMasterTranslit&-Response=Sreply1.asp&-Error=SReply1.asp&-MaxRecords=25&-token=English,||<ta>true</ta><tt>true</tt><ts>true</ts><dc>false</dc><tx>true</tx><al>true</al>&-op=qrange&CV=25:72&-sortorder=Ascend&-sortfield=cv&-Search

